
Active Pallbearers 
Reginald Timms   •   Randall Timms   •   Royce Timms 

Sonny Minor   •   Keith Woods   •   Cleveland Brown 
Dexter Warren   •   Charwick Washington 

Honorary Pallbearers
Jarvis Washington • Joseph Washington 

Calvin Washington •   Cleveland Washington   • Royce Garrett 
Howard Griffin Sr.   •   Howard Griffin Jr.   •   Brandon Caraway 

Marshall Scott   •   Nathan Sanders 
Brothers of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church 

Acknowledgment 
Perhaps you sent a lovely card or sat quietly in a chair. 
Perhaps you sent a floral piece, if so, we saw it there.  

Perhaps you prayed a sincere prayer or came to pay a call.  
Perhaps you sang a cheerful song, if so, we heard it all. 

Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, as any friend would say.  
Perhaps you prepared a tasty dish, or maybe furnished a car.  

Perhaps you rendered a service unseen, near at hand or from afar. 
Whatever you did to console our hearts, by word or deed or touch.  

Whatever was the kindly part, we thank you, oh so very much. 

— The Family of Joe Franklin Washington 

Interment 
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery 

CR 3514 – Mt. Pleasant Road 
Kilgore, TX 75662 

“No Service Can Compare”  
Cunningham Funeral Home, LLC 

600 E. Main St. Kilgore, TX 75662 
903-984-2072

Renee’ Cunningham & Jessica Cunningham-James 
Licensed Funeral Director’s 

www.cunninghamkilgore.com 
Like us on facebook:@Cunninghamfuneralhome 

In Loving Memory 

Mr. Joe Franklin Washington 
Sunrise: July 27, 1941   Sunset: October 6, 2020 

Graveside Services 
Monday, October 12, 2020 @ 11:00 A.M. 

Mt. Pleasant Cemetery 
CR 3514- Mt. Pleasant Rd. 

Kilgore, TX 
Rev. Charles N. Williams, Officiant 

Rev. Stevie Crain Sr., Pastor Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, 
Eulogist 



 Order of Service 
Processional 

The Ministers, Pallbearers, & Family 
Cunningham Funeral Directors in Charge 

 

Scripture Readings: 

Old Testament……………..……...……….….Rev. Charles N. Williams 

New Testament…………………………….….……....Rev. Derwin Ford  

Prayer…………………………………...…….……..…Rev. Derwin Ford  

Song…………………………….….”I Won’t Complain”-Tammy Caesar 

Resolutions……………………….….……….….….Sis. Christa Daniels 
      “Mt. Calvary Baptist Church” 

Remarks………………………………..…….Limit Two Minutes, Please 

Song…………………...……….”Take Me To The King”- Tamela Mann 

Eulogy……………………………………..……Rev. Stevie W. Crain Sr. 
          “Mt. Calvary Baptist Church” 

Presentation……………………………...………Cunningham Directors 

Parting View……………...……………...…...….Cunningham Directors 

Committal Service 

Recessional 

“ 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:7-8 

 

Obituary 
 
Joe Franklin Washington was born July 27, 1941 in Tyler, Texas to 
the late DeWitt Washington, Sr. and Naomi Rider Washington.  He is a 
graduate of Jackson High School, Tyler, Texas. He enlisted in the United 
States Army shortly after graduation.   
 
Joe married the love of his life, Jo Nell Garrett of Kilgore, on October 24, 
1959. To this union, five children were born. After serving over 5 years in 
the United States Army and receiving an Honorable Discharge, Joe settled 
down in Somerset, New Jersey.  He worked at Public Service Gas and 
Electric Company in New Brunswick, New Jersey for 36 years, retiring as a 
Supervisor and Local 855 Union President in December 1999.  Shortly after 
retirement, Joe and his wife moved back to Texas, building their home in 
Kilgore, Texas, where they united with the Mt. Calvary Baptist Church in 
Kilgore.  He served as an active member of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church as a 
Trustee before becoming a Deacon.   
 
Joe enjoyed traveling with his family, playing the guitar, fishing, cooking, 
music, and entertaining other people.  He loved his family dearly and found 
a special joy in God’s word and sharing it with others.  He was a member of 
the Liberty City Gospel Airs and enjoyed playing his guitar at church every 
Sunday, as well as at home alone or with family and friends.  He was 
always the person that tried to cheer you up, even when he was down.  He 
was a strong and religious man, honoring God for his ups as well as downs.  
He was a helper and friend to all he met and easily forgave those who had 
done him wrong. He was a loving husband to his wife, a caregiver, provider 
and mentor to his children and mentor and friend to others he knew.  He 
was a true and faithful servant until his Father called him home for a just 
reward. 
  
Joe departed from this life on October 6, 2020.  He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Jo Nell; his son, Jerry of Dallas; a daughter at birth; brothers, 
Johnny Alvin, William Lawrence and DeWitt; and his parents. 
 
Joe is survived by his daughter, Jannifer L. Washington-Griffin (Howard Sr.) 
of Lufkin; sons Jarvis Washington (Bettina) of Arkansas, and Joseph 
Washington of Kilgore; daughter-in-law, Paula Mack-Washington of Dallas; 
brothers Calvin Washington (Neta) of Kilgore and Cleveland Washington of 
Tyler; sisters Amanda Scott (Marshall) and Earnestine Warren, both of 
Tyler; sisters-in-law Evelyn Washington and India Timms of Kilgore and 
Loretta Simon of Forney; brothers-in-law Royce Garrett (Susan) of Lufkin 
and Cain Garrett (Deb) of Rhode Island; grandchildren Tandy Caraway-
Bolton and Brandon Caraway of Dallas, Courtney Kovacs and Christian 
Washington of New Jersey; Howard Griffin, Jr. of Lufkin; and Marcus, Paul, 
Bryson and Roman Mack; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends. 

 
 




